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A prayer letter from Dan and Patty Schmelzer, Kisumu, Kenya          July, 2014     Volume 9 Issue 7 
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Important changes are ahead for Thrivent’s 
Choice Dollars program.  Learn more about 
steps you need to take to ensure you can take 
full advantage of this program and continue 
your support of Capstone Ministries through 
this program.  Step by step procedure given on 
p. 4 
�

�����������
�������
��� 
��������

 

The number of 
street boys 
reconciled with 
family by Capstone 
Ministries to date: 

 292 
6 boys rescued in June 

 

 

 

 

 

“Jesus Values One” 
“Does he not go after the (one) lost sheep until he finds it?” Luke 15:4 
 “Where’s my…..?”  
 How many of your conversations in your house begin with 
those two words? If you are like me, the lost or misplaced items can 
include everything from my phone, glasses, wallet, passport, or even a 
favorite pen. Misplacing things can be quite annoying and it can even 
digress into temptations to blame others for our failure to remember 
where we kept something.  
 In Luke 15, Jesus tells three parables about something lost: a 
sheep, a coin, a son. In the first instance, a shepherd has 100 sheep and 
one gets lost. Because this shepherd is a kind, loving shepherd who 
cares about each and every sheep he has, he leaves the 99 under the care 
of under-shepherds—perhaps even with his young sons—who often 
watched sheep while the chief shepherd was nearby. The emphasis of 
the parable is one the personal involvement of the chief shepherd in 
searching and finding the one lost sheep. This is a picture of the divine 
love of Jesus for his own. He takes the loss of one very seriously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 In a world of billions of people, we can often feel lost in the 
clamor and chaos. Does the Lord really care about us when we have lost 
our way?  Does he really search for our son or daughter who has 
wandered from the faith? What about the son who feels unwanted in his 
blended family in rural Kenya and heads for the streets to beg or steal? 
What about the one of many children in Nigeria held by Boko Haram, 
the one of many wandering “untouchables” in the slums of Mumbai, the 
one of millions of unwanted unborn, the orphan who feels unloved? Is 
the Good Shepherd concerned about them or are they lost in the mass of 
human neglect? 
 On June 14, 15 Capstone Ministries along with a dozen 
congregational Sunday School classes, the children of the community 
around Rarieda Lutheran Parish prayed for the vulnerable children of  

 

Dan removes 
one old, 
misshapen, dirty 
coin from a jar 
of 99 bright 
shiny coins to 
illustrate the 
value of ONE in 
Jesus’ eyes. 
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Bible lessons 
start each 
day at 
Camp. Here 
Everest 
reads for the 
group! 

the world. On Saturday, the children enjoyed 
teachings on familiar Bible story lessons that 
focused on “The Value of One” In the afternoon 
they enjoyed games: sack races, blowing up 
balloons, jump rope, kicking a soccer ball, relay 
races and more. Saturday night they enjoyed two 
movies: The Chronicles of Narnia: The Dawn 
Treader, and a documentary on the vulnerable 
children of war in Northern Uganda called “War 
Dance.” Sunday’s worship was filled with much 
participation by all the children, in songs, short 
dramas, recitations, Scriptures, poems and of course 
prayers for vulnerable children around the world. 
Yes! Jesus does value one!  
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SaveMart S.H.A.R.E.S. benefits Capstone 
Time for those summer BBQs!! 
Get out your “Shares” Card!! 

 SaveMart Supermarket in Northern California 
has a program that benefits various non-profits 
organizations. When you shop at SaveMart, you only 
need to present your card before purchase and 3% of 
the value of your purchase is kept in the account you 
have designated, in this case Capstone Ministries. 
Capstone receives a check quarterly from all those 
who have participated by taking the extra 5 seconds to 
hand the cashier your S.H.A.R.E.S. card. To date  

 
 

Patty’s Post-It 
“New “old” friends” 

 Have you had an acquaintance for quite some time 
and you can’t quite remember how you met that person? I 
think it’s happened to all of us at one time or another. There 
are two ladies from Nairobi who have been ordering our 
moringa for years. We would talk on the phone 
occasionally.  They both became very familiar as clients.  I 
felt like I knew them. Then I began to wonder:  How did we 
initially connect? It was a bit embarrassing.  I know these 
ladies personally and I can’t remember how we met. I was 
too embarrassed to ask them such a question. Finally I 
decided I needed to figure it out. While I was in Nairobi 
recently, I called Grace and Ann and asked if we could meet 
for lunch. I hoped when I saw them all the answers to my 
questions would come flooding back. I was excited the day I 
was to meet Grace and she also seemed genuinely excited 
about our plans. Grace came to the guest house where I was 
staying. As soon as I saw her, I had to confess, “Grace, I 
don’t think we have ever personally met before”  We talked 
like old friends and eventually we found the connection that 
brought her to Capstone through moringa.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The same scenario took place the next day when I met Ann 
for lunch. Once again after some discussion we discovered 
how we made the connection. Not only did our lunches 
strengthen the relationship of two long time clients; I now 
have two new friends in Nairobi. Both of these women are 
enterprising, hard-working and have inspiring stories. Thank 
you Ann and Grace, it was such a joy to meet you both!!     
 
 

Capstone has received 
$5,031.16 from this program. 
Ask for your card on the form 
on p. 4 of this newsletter! 
 

Scituate Mariner Article 
 Dan’s travels this past April/May took him to 
Scituate, MA. On the occasion of his presentation to 
the Scituate Rotary Club, a reporter from the local 
newspaper attended and wrote a nice article for the next 
issue. Here is the link to that article.  Enjoy. 
http://scituate.wickedlocal.com/article/20140528/
NEWS/140526166 

“Worth Every Minute” 
By Pastor Robert Schipul 

Cohasset, MA 
 Last Monday, I sat in a dentist’s chair ready to 
experience my 6 month teeth cleaning procedure. In 
small talk, I mentioned that for the last 30 days Scituate 
Rotary Club had hosted Dan Schmelzer, a missionary 
from Kisumu, Kenya. I also mentioned that he was on 
the front page of the Scituate Mariner. The hygienist 
stopped what she was doing and exclaimed, “GATES 
MIDDLE SCHOOL!” She went on to explain that her 
son is in the seventh grade at Gates and came home last 
week fired up from a class he attended. “Mom” he 
began the grilling, “What is the one thing you can’t live 
without? Food & shelter, education or family?” The 
Mom responded as most people would: “Food and 
shelter would be #1.” Her son responded with a quick 
retort: “No, Its family!” He proceeded to relate the 
object lesson Dan Schmelzer, Director of Capstone 
Ministries, has been sharing with all his audiences 
since May 1 in the Boston area. “You tell Mr. 
Schmelzer that my son has never responded so 
enthusiastically before. He got the message!” Dan and 
Patty Schmelzer, have rescued 292 young boys (middle 
school age) from the streets of Kisumu in western 
Kenya and returned them to their FAMILY. It is all 
part of the new understanding of how we can REALLY 
help people grow rather than just be dependent on our 
aid. 
 Dan and Patty Schmelzer, have been annual 
visitors to the Gates, 7th. Grade Geography class since 
2007 through the invitation of Department head: Steve 
Swett. They are just a part of the enrichment program 
started that year and sponsored by Scituate Rotary and 
South Shore Art Center. This year, students living here 
from Afghanistan, Iraq and Spain; A Holocaust 
Survivor and a host of other guests, make life a little 
more real for students developing a world view at 
Gates-Scituate. Thank you, Scituate Rotary, SSAC, 
Steve Swett, Bill Robinson, the Gates teaching staff for 
helping children learn by experiencing living history as 
it is being made. 
 For me, it was an Ah Hah! Moment and a 
validation of a great event, worth every minute of time 
invested in people. 
 

  
Grace Ann 
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Donation: For Capstone & Dan and Patty Support 
Name ________________________________ 
Address ________________  City ___________  
State _______ Zip_________ 
Email:__________________________________ 
Donation Amount: ____________  
Specific Designation? ______________________  
Need a S.H.A.R.E.S Card ?____ 
Check here if you do not need a hard copy of the 
newsletter and prefer to read it online __________ 
Make checks payable to Capstone Ministries.  
All donations are tax deductible.  
CapstoneMinistries@gmail.com  
Send to:  
Capstone Ministries, P.O. Box 2080,  
Oakdale, CA 95361 

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF 
THRIVENT FINANCIAL 

FOR LUTHERANS? 
If so, it is easy to designate your Thrivent Choice 
dollars for the work of the Capstone Ministries! 
Online: 
Step 1 – Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice. 
Step 2 – Click on “log in”  at the top right of your 
screen & enter your MyThrivent user ID & 
password.   (If you haven’t registered on 
Thrivent.com, click on “register now”  to register 
for full access.) 
Step 3 – Look for your designated Choice Dollars 
on the right side of the screen. 
Step 4 – Click on “Direct Choice Dollars”  on the 
Thrivent Choice box on your MyThrivent page. 
Step 5 – Search the catalog of organizations to find 
and select the “Capstone Ministries” 
Step 6 – Click on “Direct Choice Dollars Now” to 
direct your designated Choice Dollars to benefit 
the reconciliation of street children with God and 
family! 
By phone: 
Step 1 – Call 1-800-847-4836 and when prompted, 
say, “Thrivent Choice.”  
Step 2 – When prompted, say, “Choice Dollars.”  
Step 3 – Say or enter your Social Security number. 
Step 4 – Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars or press 
2 to hear the Thrivent Choice program terms and 
 conditions. 
Step 5 – A representative will then work with you 
to direct Choice Dollars for Capstone Ministries. 

 

“4S” Sponsorship 
March marks the 1st anniversary of the launch of 
our “4S” sponsorship program. If you support 
this project annually, please remember your gift. 
 

Photo of the Month 
With the World Cup in full swing at this writing, everyone 
is preoccupied with football in Kenya, and around the 
world. I bet none of the football starts like Dempsey, 
Ronaldo or Rooney will be playing in a satin dress. But 
this young girl didn’t mind. She just loved being part of 
the joy of the weekend of prayer. 

Donation: “4S Primary School Sponsorship” 
Name ______________________________ 
Address____________________________ 
State _______________Zip ____________ 
Email: _____________________________ 
Check here if you do not need a hard copy of the 
newsletter and prefer to read it online __________ 
Donation Amount____________ 
Student name(s)______________________ 
Make checks payable to Capstone Ministries.  
All donations are tax deductible.  
CapstoneMinistries@gmail.com  
Send to:  
Capstone Ministries, P.O. Box 2080,  
Oakdale, CA 95361 
 

 


