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+ Capstone Ministries =

Restoring Children! Strengthening Families!

“The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone” Psalm 118:22

A prayer letter from Dan and Patty Schmelzer, Kisumu, Kenya

July, 2015 Volume 10 Issue 7

In this Issue
Page 1: “The angel of a child”
p. 2 : “The angel of a child” cont.
P. 2: RSO, Photos of Month, request
P. 3: “When Helping Street Kids Hurts”
-From Derek and Penny Oliver
p. 4: Thrivent procedure
P. 4 Fundraising schedule
p. 4 Donor slip

I ¢

USA Address:
Capstone Ministries
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Oakdale, CA 95361
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Dan and Patty Schmelzer

P.O. Box 3962

Kisumu, Kenya 40100

Email: CapstoneMinistries@gmail.com
Website: WWW.CapstoneMinistries.org

The number of
street boys
reconciled with
family by Capstone
Ministries to date:

318

4 went home in June

, Thrivent Financial
for Lutherans'

Check out Capstone

on Facebook. ﬁ

You can donate a portion of your premium for
a policy from Thrivent Insurance. Learn more

about steps you need to take to ensure you cgn

take full advantage of this program and

continue your support of Capstone Ministries
through this program. Step by step procedurg
givenonp. 4

“The angel of a child”

“See that you do not look down on one of thesdditbnes. For | tell
you that their angels in heaven always see the fateny Father in
heaven.” Matthew 18:10

As Jesus begins his parable of the lbseg, he makes the
striking statement above, confirming a long heldiebe Children are
precious to the Lord, so precious that they havaragelic link to God
the Father. A child’s value is emphasized in Jesusds by saying that
each has an angel before the face of the Fatheramen. So we should
take care that we do not look down on or negleztvtilue of children in
the church or society.

However, we live in a society that deeslichildren every day.
Unicef estimates that 50% of 21,000,000 victimshoifan trafficking
are children. Unesco estimates that there are @8MO0 children living
on the street in the world. The Guttmacher Ingigtimates that world
wide more than 40,000,000 abortions have been ctigunevery year
since 1980. We are not a society that values m&rildn fact, the facts
state quite the opposite.

Capstone Ministries is established andnded on the basic
principle that children do have value. As a supgodf this work, you
do too. The day to day activities of Capstone destrate consistent
love and value of children. We reach out to thetmakerable children
in western Kenya: street kids. The intent is toormile these children
with those to whom God gave them at conceptiomanailf. This month
four children from the streets of Kisumu were regtad with family:
Dominic, Derek, Dennis, and Boniface. Pray fomthe

Each of those children has an angel stgrukfore the throne of



Transportation Need in CA the Father. So do your children. So do all children
Dan and Patty will be traveling to California on Every year Capstone organizes with several

October 28 and need reliable transportation unt”congregations of the E.LCK Lake Diocese, Kisumu
December 8. If you have an extra verr)licle they canRegjlon to gather the ch_lldren for a Day of Prajée
borrow please consider allowing them to borrow it f)hurp\;)vse dls to value fchlld:jen. They plf[‘y ?hames, heafr
for this time period. Feel free to spread the wiard € \vord, sing, periorm dramas, recite the poem o

your church as well. A “gift in kind” letter will & the day written by Pastor IsaiaiND pray.
made available to the donor for fair rental value.

Capstone Ministries Achieves
RSO Status in LCMS

They pray hard and play hard! Note the sincere
devotion of the children above and the intense
expressions on the girls in a tug of war below.
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Photos of the Month

A few more pictures from the Day of Prayer heldtet
Kisumu ELCK Cathedral on June™20

The volunteer Sunday School teachers timn
10 invited congregations chose some of the students
for their great attitude, sharing and cooperatisn a
well as their performance in competitions. Two are
pictured below.

Each congregation chose children to kxadh
in prayer. They prayed for children in Kenya, Niger
Sudan, Europe, Asia and America. With a heaven’s
eye view, you would have seen angels gathering
around the throne of the Father sharing the coscern
of these tender hearts. And God the Father smiled!




When Helping Street Children Hurts
-from the blog of Derek and Penny Oliver (Derek
and Penny are volunteering at Capstone Ministries
in 2015. Written May, 2015.

Sometimes, through a genuine desire to help anathezed,
people can actually prolong problems. Actions wgitod
intentions can, in reality, be a bad idea. Wesa&ing many
examples of this among the street children of Kisukkenya.
Actions that on the surface look good (and do offeme
short-term benefits) can unfortunately, especiadifter
continual application, allow street children to ystaxactly
where they are. In this context the actions of tued

Samaritan are known as ‘enabling’ behaviors.

During a weekly staff meeting, a Capstone Welfafécér
recalled a recent brief encounter he’d shared sothe of the
street children in our city, Kisumu. Upon introthu himself
to a small group of street children, one of theeedtboys
turned to him and said, ‘We don’t have time to taikh you
now. We are going for our daily lunch!” — the WeHa
Officer was shocked!

... going for their daily lunch!? Had he heard cotiy?
Another Welfare Officer then shared how, when affgra
street kid a chapati (a Kenyan flat-bread), theettboy threw
it to the floor saying, ‘I want meat or fish, doiting me this
bread! — to which the Welfare Officer thought tamiself,
‘even my own family doesn’t get to eat like that?’

It's shocking, isn't it? Street-life is no placerfa child. It is
a place filled with untold dangers; dangers thatcam’'t even

imagine. A harm-filled place.

(cont. next column)

The problem is this: If we make life comfortabte the
street-children, by freely providing their needsilathon
the street, what motivation is there to seek helg face
up to the challenge of returning to their familydan
community?

For many street children, home represents a plalsaro—
each child has their own unique story and reasan fo
exchanging home-life for street-life. For thenmiake the
choice to return home, and face that hurt, req@reat
strength and bravery.

It's not about a quick fix. It's a healing procesmd
healing takes time. And, sometimes, we have taend
little pain now to allow for healthy restoration.

The latest reports from the Capstone Ministries favel
Officers however, is that their work is becoming reno
challenging. Regularly the street boys are saywbat
can you do for me? You say home is the best plage,
look, here on the street | am fed and nobody Igteme
what to do!" The good intentions of others, whostoas
are enabling the street children to stay put, ustfating
their efforts. In fact, the Welfare Officers werporting
just this week that they have seen an increasehén t
number of street boys being drawn from the ruraharto
the city. Could it be that they are being ‘pulletd
Kisumu at the promise of free food?

We all share the same vision, to love and helpstheet
children of Kisumu, Kenya, but let’'s not lose sigtitour
responsibility in how we help. This is not aboutking us
feel good — it is abowempowering, that is, giving power
to the one that we are helping.

In spite of this recent growth in enabling acte#ibeing
adopted by some projects, we are encouraged bydhe
of organizations, such as, Capstone Ministries, ted
unswerving commitment in reconciling street chifldre
with their families and communities.

Helping and loving street children can be difficalhd it's
getting tougher, but with every single success ae that
it's definitely worth it! To date, Capstone Ministries
have successfully reconciled 318 street boys.



ARE YOU A MEMBER OF
THRIVENT FINANCIAL
FOR LUTHERANS?

If so, it is easy to designate your Thrivent Choice

dollars for the work of the Capstone Ministries!

Online:

Step 1 — VisifThrivent.com/thriventchoice.

Step 2 — Click orilog in” at the top right of your

screen & enter your MyThrivent user ID & passwor
(If you haven't registered on Thrivent.com,

click on*“register now” to register for full access.)

Step 3 — Look for your designated Choice Dollars ¢

the right side of the screen.

Step 4 — Click oriDirect Choice Dollars” on the

Thrivent Choice box on your MyThrivent page.

Step 5 — Search the catalog of organizations tb fin

and select the “Capstone Ministries”

Step 6 — Click oriDirect Choice Dollars Now” to

direct your designated Choice Dollars to bene#t th

reconciliation of street children with God and fari

By phone:

Step 1 — Calll-800-847-483&nd when prompted,

say,“Thrivent Choice.”

Step 2 — When prompted, séa¢hoice Dollars.”

Step 3 — Say or enter your Social Security number

Step 4 Press 1to direct Choice Dollars gress 2

to hear the Thrivent Choice program terms and
conditions.

Step 5 — A representative will then work with you t

direct Choice Dollars for Capstone Ministries.

Donation: For Capstone & Dan and Patty Supp@rt
: Name D i

: Address
: State

: Email:

: Donation Amount:

: Specific Designation?
: NeedaSHARESCard?

Check here if you do not need a hard copy of the

: newsletter and prefer to read it online

: Make checks payable to Capstone Ministries.
: All donations are tax deductible.

: CapstoneMinistries@gmail.com

i Send to:

: Capstone Ministries, P.O. Box 2080,

: Oakdale. CA 95361

City

Zip

Prayers, Praise and News
1. Praise for the safe return of Dan and Patty to
Kisumu. Dan returned in early June from two months
of travel and fund raising in the Midwest. Patty
returned from a personal visit with family in Califia.
2. Thanksgiving for Derek and Penny Oliver wheetfill
in while Dan and Patty were traveling. They spemt
months with Patty learning the various aspectshef t
ministry and then took over for the one month slas w
away. They will be returning in September to be
interim oversite for Capstone while Dan and Patty
travel on the East Coast and California.
3. Below is the schedule of visits Dan and Patty lve
making Sept-Dec this year. If you are near we
welcome you to come and hear more about Capstone
Ministries.

Sept. 6 — Christ Lutheran, Scituate, MA

Sept. 13 —Redeemer Lutheran, Gorham, ME
Septe 16 —Scituate Rotary Club

Sept. 18-19 NED Pastor’'s Wives Retreat

Sept. 20 —Lutheran Church of the Savior, Bedforé, M
Sept. 25-27 —Immanuel Lutheran, Danbury, CT
Oct. 4 —St. Paul's Lutheran, New Hartford, CT
Oct. 11 —Fairfax Community Church, Fairfax, VI
Oct. 18 —Island Lutheran, Hilton Head Island, SC
Oct. 25 —Our Savior Lutheran, S. Windsor, CT
Oct. 25-27 NED Pastor/Teacher Conf, Enfield, CT
Nov. 1 —Peace Lutheran, Fresno, CA

Nov. 8 —St. Peter’'s Lutheran, Elk Grove, CA

Nov. 15 —St. Peter’s Lutheran, Lodi, CA

Nov. 22 —Grace Lutheran, Modesto, CA

Nov. 29 —Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Patterson, CA
Dec. 6 —St. Andrew'’s Lutheran, Stockton, CA

Donation: “Designated Gift” B
1)

Name b\

Address

State Zip

Email:

Check here if you do not need a hard copy of the
newsletter and prefer to read it online

Families sponsored

Donation Amount

Make checks payable to Capstone Ministries.
All donations are tax deductible.
CapstoneMinistries@gmail.com

Send to:

Capstone Ministries, P.O. Box 2080,
Oakdale, CA 95361




