¢ ¢ Capstone Ministries ™

I ¢

0/ 010 her house. Next to hinr
2% .3 456 was Brian, her lost sor
The stranger was Past

- % 7 Isaiah from Capston
/' 46 Ministries. Isaiah hac

8 ## 8 +000 come  across  your

The number of
street boys
reconciled with
family by Capstone
Ministries to date:

324

6 went home in July

, Thrivent Financial
for Lutherans' ——

You can donate a portion of your premium for
a policy from Thrivent Insurance. Learn more

about steps you need to take to ensure you cgn

take full advantage of this program and
continue your support of Capstone Ministries
through this program. Step by step procedurg
givenonp. 4

Gl
g 4|
s
& [T
=3 [
»r TN v
A prayer letter from Dan and Patty Schmelzer, Kisumu, Kenyduly, 2015  Volume 10 Issue 8
- 11 - - = b))
In this Issue Pray that evil might not prevalil
“Then Daniel returned to his house and explainedelmatter to his
friends Hananiah, Michael and Azariah. He urged ¢m to plead for
Lo % mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mygteso that he and
& ' () * his friends might not be executed with the rest thie wise men of
o Optt Babylon.” Daniel 2:17,18
" $# % yon Brenda had just finished sending her three childféto school
+- and was cleaning the morning dishes when the negulaly suddenly

came over her. What was this feeling? Was someaneanger?
Heeding the impulse, she prayed. Later that dag,afrner children did
not return from school. The night passed and He h&d not come
home. The next morning
still no word about her
son. She kept praying
Finally four days later a
stranger walked up tc

Brian in the bus stag
in Kisumu on a newly
initiated  “night out”
program started by th
ministry. Brian repeated
the harrowing tale he had related to Isaiah in KiguOn the way to
school four days ago, he had been abducted by ammsaiorry (truck),
shoved onto the floor and told to keep quiet orettwing might happen.
It struck Brenda that it was the same time whenhstefelt compelled
to pray.

Evil is a very real force in our world. The proplaniel knew
that. Living as a captive in Babylon under a rageef king called
Nebuchadnezzar, he and his three friends--bettewirto us by their
Babylonian names as Shadrach, Meshach and Abednegme-under a
death threat along with all the other wise menhef kand because no
one could interpret the king's dream. Solution?ylpeyed.

Evil is prevalent in our world too, and especiaily a land
where morality is defined by money, power and ieflce. Kenya is
such a land. The ones who suffer are the most raltez the poor,
women and children. Brian discovered thatutdd fact early one




Transportation Need in CA

We praise God that we have been blessed by
friend in California who is willing to lend us a
vehicle for our time there. A personal and hedrtfel
thank you from Capstone Ministries and from us.

God bless you.
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morning on the way to school. Snatched from the

goadside, shoved into the foot-well of a truck dod

more than an hour terrified by what might happen
next. Suddenly, upon reaching the nearby city of
Kisumu, he is pushed out of the truck, wondering
how and why he was released. Little did he know,
back in his village, his mom was on her knees,
praying for mercy and protection.
EC D v

Brian and his mom are living a challenging
life. Brenda’'s husband recently left them and
remarried. Now she’s a peasant farmer who finds
work as a casual laborer in the village when she ca
Her former husband seldom sends any support for

On a recent trip to the Rondo Retreat Center, wetheir children. But Brenda is rich in the midstredr

discovered these beautiful creatures of God’s imeat

poverty. She knows the one who created and
redeemed her; and now she can say she knows the
one who rescued her son from extreme danger and
used a ministry she had never heard of beforeitg br
her child home again.

Sometimes God allows us to remain in a
challenging life situation much like Brian and
Brenda. He allowed Nebuchadnezzar to enslave his
people, remove them from the promised-land,
keeping them captive for 70 years. But life experée
does not change who God is! Brenda knows that well.
It is the reason she heeded the Spirit's call taypr
when she didn’t know why or for whom she was
praying. At Capstone, we know that too. Almost all
of the children we work with come from extreme
poverty. God has not called us to change the
circumstance of life but to be a voice of gracehie
midst of the challenges of life. Brenda and her
children have a tough life. They face challengai$/d
you can’t even imagine. But they have Jesus and hav
felt the reality of his touch in their lives. Antiat
makes them rich beyond imagination! Stop for a
moment today, fall to your knees, and thank hint tha

He is in your life too.
(Brenda and Brian’s names were changed for their on protection)



Patty’'s Post-It

“The Value of Friends”

During the 13 years we have lived in Kenya,
the work of ministry has always been our primary
focus. We did that without realizing there would be
some potential negative impact. As | entered th@eu
middle-age stage of my life (ladies, you know what
mean here) | began to feel isolated and in gread 0é
a “girlfriend” In spite of how fulfilling and exdibg the
work of Capstone is, it was time to branch out ind
some same culture fellowship. | knew it existed in
Kisumu. In the last few years Dan and | have been
blessed beyond our imagination with friends frora th
expat community. | would like to start a series to
introduce you to some of these amazing people who
have come from the US and from all over the woold t
serve God’s people in Kenya.

Meet Bev and Charley Stockly a lovely couple
from England. We bonded with Bev and Charley when
we realized that three out of four of us have biays in
February and Bev and | in the same year. Bev and
Charlie have been in Kenya for the past 5 year&iwor
with New Life Baby's Home. Bev is a Special
Education advisory teacher which gave her the perfe
background to set up the unit at New Life for cleld
with special needs. This is a home care and edurcati
program. Charlie holds a doctorate in chemistry laasl
done various things from IT manager to University
Lecturer and Charity worker. Bev’s special neddkss
and Charlie’s administrative experience have brough
the children of New Life to a level of care that is
unmatched anywhere in this country.

Dan and | have the joy of spending time with
Bev and Charlie multiple times throughout the week
starting with the Friday fellowship gathering. On
Saturday morning we host a home Bible Study with
three couples. You'll meet Mark and Lisa next month
We often meet with Bev and Charlie for lunch on
Sunday after church. What a blessing they have lreen
our lives.

We are sad they
will be leaving the
mission field in
November but we know
we have friends for life
and fully intend to make
future stop-over's in
England!
www.newlifehometrust.org
Bev and Charlie are based
in Kisumu.

Anticipation and Expectation

By John Zimmerman
John is visiting Capstone for the next month.
He is in his last year at Concordia Theological
Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana. | asked him to
write a short description of his expectations as he
visits Africa, Kenya and Capstone for the firsteim

Upon arriving in Nairobi, Pastor Schmelzer
asked me to provide some of my expectations for the
3-week experience with Capstone Ministries in and
around Kisumu. At Concordia Theological
Seminary in Fort Wayne, Ind., we are exposed
through pictures and stories about life abroad.
Nothing beats being able to share in the experience
of being in another's homeland, even for a shont-te
visit, such as mine.

John with a
Maasai friend
visiting
Sheldrick’s
Animal
Orphanage in
Nairobi. John
was given the
Maasai name
“Oolondutu”
by the warrior.

As this isn't my first intercontinental trip, |
do expect to be confronted with seeing examples of
extreme poverty. The challenge is to not force my
cultural lens upon such situations. | do expedbeo
jarred with the stated reasons from the counseling
staff for the children who have left their homesl an
then interfaced with Capstone Ministries. The
pastoral training that I've undertaken thus far,wil
Lord willing, come in handy and keep me from
responding, "Oh my, really, only that?"

| also expect to see expressions of joy over
the reunification of children and family. While |
probably won't see a reunification firsthand, I'm
expecting that those that | interact with will have
some sweet stories. | look forward to observing
Capstone Camp this month and participating as
appropriate. It's a distinct honor and privilegebe
invited to this optional "Vicarage Addendum."



ARE YOU A MEMBER OF
THRIVENT FINANCIAL
FOR LUTHERANS?

If so, it is easy to designate your Thrivent Choice

dollars for the work of the Capstone Ministries!

Online:

Step 1 — VisitThrivent.com/thriventchoice.

Step 2 — Click orilog in” at the top right of your

screen & enter your MyThrivent user ID & passwor
(If you haven't registered on Thrivent.com,

click on*“register now” to register for full access.)

Step 3 — Look for your designated Choice Dollars ¢

the right side of the screen.

Step 4 — Click oriDirect Choice Dollars” on the

Thrivent Choice box on your MyThrivent page.

Step 5 — Search the catalog of organizations tb fin

and select the “Capstone Ministries”

Step 6 — Click oriDirect Choice Dollars Now” to

direct your designated Choice Dollars to bene#t th

reconciliation of street children with God and fari

By phone:

Step 1 — Calll-800-847-483&nd when prompted,

say,“Thrivent Choice.”

Step 2 — When prompted, sé¢hoice Dollars.”

Step 3 — Say or enter your Social Security number

Step 4 Press 1to direct Choice Dollars guress 2

to hear the Thrivent Choice program terms and
conditions.

Step 5 — A representative will then work with you t

direct Choice Dollars for Capstone Ministries.
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: All donations are tax deductible.

: CapstoneMinistries@gmail.com
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: Capstone Ministries, P.O. Box 2080,
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Prayers, Praise and News
1. Praise for the safe return of Dan and Patty to
Kisumu. Dan returned in early June from two months
of travel and fund raising in the Midwest. Patty
returned from a personal visit with family in Califia.
2. Thanksgiving for Derek and Penny Oliver wheetfill
in while Dan and Patty were traveling. They spemt
months with Patty learning the various aspectshef t
ministry and then took over for the one month slas w
away. They will be returning in September to be
interim oversite for Capstone while Dan and Patty
travel on the East Coast and California.
3. Below is the schedule of visits Dan and Patty lve
making Sept-Dec this year. If you are near we
welcome you to come and hear more about Capstone
Ministries.

Sept. 6 — Christ Lutheran, Scituate, MA

Sept. 13 —Redeemer Lutheran, Gorham, ME

Septe 16 —Scituate Rotary Club

Sept. 18-19 NED Pastor’'s Wives Retreat

Sept. 20 —Lutheran Church of the Savior, Bedforé, M
Sept. 25-27 —Immanuel Lutheran, Danbury, CT

Oct. 4 —St. Paul's Lutheran, New Hartford, CT

Oct. 11 —Fairfax Community Church, Fairfax, VI

Oct. 18 —Island Lutheran, Hilton Head Island, SC
Oct. 25 —Our Savior Lutheran, S. Windsor, CT

Oct. 25-27 NED Pastor/Teacher Conf, Enfield, CT
Nov. 1 —Peace Lutheran, Fresno, CA

Nov. 8 —St. Peter’'s Lutheran, Elk Grove, CA

Nov. 15 —St. Peter’s Lutheran, Lodi, CA

Nov. 22 —Grace Lutheran, Modesto, CA

Nov. 25 —Thanksgiving. United Lutheran,Manteca, CA
Nov. 29 —Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Patterson, CA
Dec. 6-St. Andrew’s Lutheran, Stockton, (
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State
Email:
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Make checks payable to Capstone Ministries.
All donations are tax deductible.
CapstoneMinistries@gmail.com

Send to:

Capstone Ministries, P.O. Box 2080,
Oakdale, CA 95361

Zip




