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A prayer letter from Dan and Patty Schmelzer, Kisumu, Kenya          September, 2019    Volume 14 Issue 9 
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Capstone Ministries is an RSO of the LC-
MS (Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod)�

 

��������	������
��
���� � �������������
����������������	� �����
� � ������ �

�����������
�������
��� 
��������

 

The number of 
street boys 
reconciled with 
family by 
Capstone 
Ministries since 
2005 

  527 

Rescued since 
2005 
 

 

 

 

 

“Capstone Camp 2019” 
Theme: “He set my feet on a rock!” Psalm 40:2 

     Changing hearts and minds by the power of the Gospel is the 
challenging work to which God has called his church. He told his 
disciples at His Ascension: “Go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them…and teaching them.” (Matthew 28:18) 
     This Great Commission from Jesus to his church is 
accomplished around the world today and is the privilege of every 
missionary. The seven who do this work as Capstone staff spend 
hours on the street, many more traveling to homes of reconciled 
boys (and girls) doing follow up work, and even more time, 
praying and discussing circumstances, challenges, victories and 
new approaches.  
 Dan and Patty with the full time seven, along with part 
time Pastor Zadok, two volunteer scout trainers, a volunteer 
Maths teacher for the secondary, traveled to Kima International 
School of Theology for the fifth Camp on this location and the 9th 
annual Capstone Camp. 
 The theme this year was based on the above Psalm 40:2 
“He set my feet on a rock.”  The seven days were spent in 
Biblical studies and devotions, lessons on challenges at home and 
in the community of the boys, CHE discussions on improving 
circumstances, scout shouts and marching, football matches, egg 
races and community service. Lives were changed, evidenced by 
the 11 boys who were baptized on Friday by Pastor Dan. Hearts 
were encouraged. Steps forward were made. 
 All of the parents attended the closing ceremony on 
Saturday and went home with their sons, grandsons, nephews and 
brothers. Below is just a sample of some of the events of Capstone 
Camp 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

      (Cont. p. 2 left column) 
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Bible lessons 
start each 
day at 
Camp. Here 
Everest 
reads for the 
group! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos: (Top to bottom) Boys study the Lord’s 
Prayer and the 10 Commandments, A nice bicycle 
kick during a break time, Digging into the word, a 
drama on the effects of illicit drugs on a community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Photos: Culturally adapted “Parable of the Lost 
Son”, Baptism of one of the 11, The 11 boys with 
their baptismal certificates, some of the Capstone 
staff, Raising the flag, Pastor Orende not only 
preached for the closing program but enjoyed some 
of the scout movements. 
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Travel Schedule 
Dan and Patty will be traveling in the US in late 2019. 
Here is the schedule: 
East Coast 
September 1st – Wollaston Lutheran, Quincy MA 
Sept. 8th – Open 
Sept. 11th –Rotary Club of Scituate 
Sept. 15th –Redeemer Lutheran, Lebanon, CT 
Sept. 17-19 Capstone Board Retreat, Eden Ridge, TN 
Sept. 22nd – Trinity Lutheran, Keene, NH 
Sept. 29th  - Christ Lutheran, Scituate, MA 
October 6 – Immanuel Lutheran, Danbury, CT 
October 13 – Island Lutheran, Hilton Head Island, SC 
October 20 – Our Savior Lutheran, S. Windsor, CT 
October 27 – Redeemer Lutheran, Smithfield, RI (Dan) 
October 27 – Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Patterson, CA (Patty) 
October 27-29 - New England District Pastor’s Conference 
California 
November 3 – St. John’s Lutheran, Fallon, NV 
Nov. 6 – St. Peter’s Lutheran School Chapel, Lodi, CA 
Nov. 10 – (tent.) St. Peter’s Lutheran, Lodi, CA 
Nov. 17 – (tent.) St. Peter’s Lutheran, Elk Grove, CA 
Nov. 24 – United Lutheran, Manteca, CA 
Nov. 27 –St. Peter’s Lutheran School Chapel, Reedsburg, 
WI (tent) 
Midwest 
Dec. 1 – Messiah Lutheran, Mounds View, MN 
Dec. 8 – Village Lutheran, Ladue, MO 
Return to Kenya – Dec. 11 
 

NEW BOOK  
“The Long Road Home” is a fictional tale about a 
rural Kenyan family, written by Dan and available on 
Amazon. It is an easy read and a must for supporters 
of Capstone Ministries. The book includes many of 
the situations that Capstone staff have encountered 
over the years and includes the best practices of 
Capstone Ministries. You will appreciate the rich 
Kenyan culture and the subtle mission messages in 
the plot.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The book is illustrated by Maxwell Abwamba, 
(above) a former street boy from Luanda. Maxwell 
was the first secondary school boy sponsored by 
Capstone and graduated in 2014. He is now 
employed and is also an aspiring artist. All 
illustrations, including the cover (above) are his 
original work 
The Long Road Home is available on Amazon.com.  
Just do a search for Daniel Schmelzer. 
 

Donation: For Capstone and support for Dan & Patty 
 
Name ____________________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________ 
 
City _____________State _____  Zip __________ 
 
Email ___________________________________ 
 
Donation Amount ___________ 
 
Designation? ____________________ 
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�  Vocational Training Option 

 Around the world, economies are in short 
supply of skills in the trades. Even in Kenya there is a 
demand for mechanics, masons, carpenters and 
welders. With the restructuring of Capstone’s 
Educational Assistance Program, one of the major 
advancements has been the addition of assistance for 
those boys who are not gifted academically and want 
to pursue vocational training.  
 Capstone now has four students supported in 
vocational training. Capstone staff visits with those 
pupils who are performing poorly as they finish 
primary school; they counsel the child and parents to 
consider vocational training as an option to High 
School. This enables a boy to begin to assist the family 
with a skill that makes him much more employable or 
even self-employed. Here are the boys currently 
training.  L-R, they are Emmanuel Muguhya, Bradley 
Ishmael, Chris Odhiambo, Dennis Lachinga,. 
 

 Many boys who spend time on the street 
have compromised academic ability for a 
number of reasons. Also a failing High School 
grade is not attractive on a resume when you 
search for a job. Some of these boys are much 
older than their classmates in primary school. 
An alternative route to employment blesses their 
future and their families. It also gives them a 
“transportable” skill. They can always pursue a 
High School certificate by taking adult classes 
once they are employed.  
 You may support this program by simply 
marking Education Fund on your check when 
you contribute.  

New Rescues 
Watch the next newsletter for updates on 
rescues in August and Sept. This newsletter was 
written in mid-August because of travel plans. 
 

New Power and Back-up 
Batteries 

 For many years, electricity has been 
unreliable in Kenya. Power-cuts take place on a 
regular basis and it is not only inconvenient, it 
brings work done online or anything that 
requires power, to a halt.  This past June, 
through a donation from the Africa Mission 
Auction of Trinity Lutheran in Freistadt, Wis, 
we were able to install back-up batteries that 
will provide seamless power for up to 18 hours. 
The installation was done by Robert N’ganga’ 
whom Dan and Patty had a hand in rescuing 
from the street back in 2003. Below are some 
images from the installation.  

 

  

 

  


